Bordeaux 2009 En Primeur Tastings – The Secret Cellar view.
Heralded as one of the vintages of a lifetime, we headed down to Bordeaux at the end of March to see what the fuss was all about.  After three busy days of tasting, our conclusion is that, whilst quality is not consistent across the board, there are some very good wines and the best of these are indeed exceptional with the ability to develop gracefully for the long term.

Below are our recommendations and we eagerly await the release prices.  Please be aware that we expect these to come out any time from now and up to June.  

Mike’s notes are below.  Where David has added extra notes they are shown in italics.
St Estephe – some outstanding wines but some inconsistency.
Ormes de Pez – deep colour, lovely deep dark fruits of the forest nose - lots of dark fruit with red hints.  Well balanced palate, lots of ripe dark fruit with raspberry notes, fresh mint, herb, pencil shavings, good freshness, fine tannins, creamy oak.  Massive length, very complex.  8.5-9.
Rich, sweetly fruited blackberry nose which follows on to a richly layered tannic palate.  Beautifully weighted with plenty of minerally backbone and a richly fruited, long, elegant finish.  This is from the Cazes stable of Lynch Bages fame and it really shows its pedigree.  Excellent and hopefully will be a bargain.  8.5-9 
Cos d’Estournel – deep colour.  Bright black and red fruit on nose, floral note.  Lots of layers on palate – blackcurrant, mint, minerality, graphite, well integrated oak, tobacco.  Lovely fresh acidity and fine grained tannins.  Huge length, big wine, will be excellent in time.  8.5+
Very complex nose mingling rich black fruit, tobacco and coffee notes.  Palate is very extracted and packed full of creamy cassis fruit, rich fine grained tannins and whilst weighty still retains a beautiful elegance.  Plenty of graphite, smoke, tobacco, herb and dark chocolate with a powerful lengthy finish.  8.5
Phelan Segur – very expressive blueberry, blackberry and forest fruits nose.  Very complex on palate with ripe dark and red fruits, liquorice & sweet spice.  Very ripe tannins, firm acidity and good minerality.  Great length.  Excellent.  8.5.
Bright, fresh, uplifted cassis nose.  Expressive, silky, long, soft, ripe, subtle spice with lovely new oak notes.  A long feminine red fruit finish in harmony with the ripe, fine grained tannins.  8+
Lafon Rochet – vibrant blackcurrant and red cherry nose with sweet spicy notes.  Very velvety and fresh on palate with black fruits, cherry and raspberry, with spicy oak.  Ripe tannins, good acidity, fresh.  8+

Lovely nose.  Vibrant cassis, raspberry & cherry.  The palate is beautifully velvety with bright, ripe black and red fruit, integrated oak and a wonderfully long finish.  Could be one of the bargains of the vintage.  8-8.5

Serilhan – good dark fruited nose with lifted freshness of fruit.  Layers of fruit on palate with fine tannins and good acidity.  Lots of red & black fruit, more forward than previous Serilhans.  Decent length.  Very good.  7.5-8.
Lovely mix of bramble, blackcurrant & cream with a subtle smoke.  Ripe and rounded and quite fleshy.  Has a wonderful long creamy finish complete with notes of coffee and dark chocolate.  The best vintage to date and should be an absolute steal.  7.5-8.
Lillian Ladouys – Cru Bourgeois, owned by rich Swiss banker that has just purchased Pedesclaux.  Different nose with forest fruits, elderberry and an unusual plasticine note.  Lots of fresh fruits of the forest on palate with lots of creamy sweet new oak.  High acidity, fine tannins.  Decent length, slightly riper New World claret style.  7.5+
Nose shows cassis and a strange (but not bad) plasticine note.  The palate is a lovely mix of red fruit, blackcurrant with plenty of new creamy oak.  This is a very commercial, almost New World, style of claret but don’t let that put you off.  This should be a real bargain.  7.5+
Also tasted:
Tronquoy de St Anne – 7.5+  (David liked); Pagodes de Cos – 7.5; Montrose – 7.5; de Pez – 7.5; Haut Beausejour – 7.5; Cos Labory – 7.5; Dame de Montrose – 7; Tronquoy Lalande – 7 
Pauillac – consistent with the best wines being outstanding to exceptional.
Lafite Rothschild – deep ruby colour.  Less overt than Carruades but layers of fresh fruit on nose.  Elegant on palate with silky forest fruits, very fine tannins, lots of fresh acidity.  Lots of subtle nuances, elegant and complex.  Superb length – will be excellent in time.  9+
Pichon Baron – lovely lifted nose of raspberry, cassis, subtle oak, mocha, chocolate and blueberry.  Very sexy on palate, layer upon layer of ripe fruit, oak, chocolate, graphite, liquorice and spice.  Very fine grained tannins and fresh acidity.  Excellent.  8.5-9.
An amazing depth of power on both the nose and palate.  Wonderfully precise, ripe, velvety cassis fruit alongside subtle sweet spice and creamy oak.  Shows plenty of firm tannins but remains really succulent.  Superb depth and length of flavour.  Has a long life ahead of it.  8.5-9.
Lynch Bages – very deep colour.  Need to work nose out but very complex claret.  Dark smoky fruits with red fruit highlights.  A big wine but really well balanced with fresh acidity, ripe fruit, smoky tobacco notes, & mineral graphite edge.  Big tannins, good acidity, a serious complex wine with great balance of ripeness, savoury and freshness.  Long term wine.  8.5-9.

Carruades de Lafite – medium ruby colour.  Very pretty nose of red cherry and cassis with a lifted violet note.  Beautifully weighted on palate with fresh, ripe red and black fruit, tobacco, creamy oak, minerality and floral.  Very elegant with complexity and very fine tannins.  Great length.  8.5-9.

Sweet, forward  cassis nose.  Very minerally on the palate with a mass of ripe red fruit, a hint of blackcurrant, graphite and lush creamy oak.  A feminine wine with a lengthy, refreshing, lifted long finish.  Excellent.  8.5-9.

Mouton Rothschild – Rich blackcurrant fruit on nose with lifted floral note, a tiny bit muted but lots of complexity.  Palate quite close knit with blackcurrant fruit, tobacco, liquorice, oak.  Firm fine tannins, good acidity.  Very serious wine but needs time.  Massive length of flavour 2-3 mins.  Long term wine.  8.5+

Ripe blackcurrant and fruit pastille nose.  A wonderfully deep glass coating wine with a very rich cassis palate.  Has a distinct minerally backbone alongside creamy oak, herb and tobacco notes.  Fantastic length and balance and an amazing length of flavour.  Will take time to come round but when it does it will be absolutely superb.  One for the long term. 8.5+
Pedesclaux – 55% CS, 40% M, 5% CF.  First vintage under new ownership, lots of investment going on.  Chateau on its way up.  Deep ripe dark fruit on nose with blackberry, tar and liquorice.  Intense very good levels of fruit on palate, layers of ripe fresh black fruit.  Oak well integrated and lots of complexity – cigar box, graphite, chocolate, tobacco leaf – very classic style with savouriness to balance the fruit but well balanced.  Fine tannins and good acidity.  Great length and a very serious wine that should be great value.  8.5+

Hopefully will be one of the bargains of the vintage.  Given the investment and the fact that it is adjacent to Mouton and Lafite this is a winery with high aspirations.  Rich nose with plenty of herbal, dark fruit.  Concentrated rich, smoky black fruit palate with a refreshing minerally backbone.  Big, rich, juicy & bold.  Touch of tobacco, herb alongside savoury, creamy black forest fruit.  Very balanced & complex with well integrated fine tannins.  Finishes on a beautiful sweet, pure black fruit & mint note.  This winery has only one way to go and that is up.  A must buy in my opinion.  8.5+

Petit Mouton – the first wine of the trip and what a start!  Inviting dark fruited nose with liquorice hints.  Very ripe dark velvety fruit on palate.  Good acidity and ripe tannins. Very good, not long term wine but excellent early drinker.  Would happily drink now.  8.5
Pichon Comtesse – stunning nose of red and black fruits of the forest.  Also mocha, sweet vanilla notes and chocolate.  Very complex palate, lots of dark smoky fruit to the fore with a subtle black pepper note.  Red fruit and eucalyptus comes through to lift wine.  Fresh acidity and very fine tannins.  Good length.  Again serious and long term.  8-8.5+
Haut Bages Liberal – pretty red fruited nose with rhubarb edge.  Feminine and elegant on the palate with juicy fresh fruit.  Fine tannins and acidity with good length of flavour.  8
Succulent, pure, precise with wonderful ripeness of fruit.  Lovely balance between silky fruit and velvety, fine grained tannins.  Has a delicate, juicy, fresh long finish.  Hopefully will be a comparative bargain.  8. 
Blanc de Lynch Bages – 58% SB, 30% Sem, 12% Musc.  Overt nose of elderflower, pineapple, tangerine, melon and cream.  Loads going on.  Follows through on palate, lots of tropical fruit layers with sweet grapefruit and grape as well.  Complex and delicious.  Lovely acidity, really fresh and long.  Won’t be cheap but worth it.  8.5-9.  

It’s not like me to go mad for a white Bordeaux but this is a must have even though I know the price will be high.  I agree with everything that Mike noted above and was amazed at the complexity of the wine.  Showed everything from ripe green apple through to rich orange fruit notes.  Has subtle, balanced oak and spice and a fabulous length of flavour.  Won’t be top of many peoples shopping lists but is definitely up there on mine.  Exquisite.  9.  

Also tasted:

Clerc Milon 8+; Duhart Milon – 8+; Reserve de la Comtesse – 7.5-8; Armailhac – 7.5; Grand Puy Ducasse – 7.5; Bellegrave – 7.5; Croizet Bages – 7.5; Echo de Lynch Bages – 7+; Lynch Moussas – 7; 
St Julien – the most consistent commune with most wines very good to exceptional.
Ducru Beaucaillou – deep colour.  Stunning nose of blackcurrant, blackberry, vanilla, clove, toffee, mocha.  Delicious on palate – loads of fruit layers, freshness, firm but fine tannins, very classic.  Good acidity, great structure, very complex.  A great wine.  9-9.5.

Beautiful and complex nose showing a mix of blackcurrant, sweet spice, red fruit, tobacco and herb.  On the palate mixes the above alongside ripe blackcurrant leaf, refreshing acidity, fine grained tannins and attains a perfect balance between savoury notes and bright, precise fresh fruit.  Excellent length of flavour and one of my favourite wines of the vintage.  Exemplary.  9-9.5

Leoville Las Cases – deep colour.  Nose reveals a wine cloaked in sweet new oak but lots of blackcurrant and damson fruit underneath with mint notes.  Superb mouth feel, lots of layers of red and black fruit, creamy vanillan oak, banana, tobacco, smoke and graphite.  Good acidity, very ripe tannins.  Finish lasts for over 2 minutes.  9
This is serious stuff and if they ever revamped the cru classe listings this would become a first growth.  Plenty of vanilla and ripe cassis on the nose which follows on to the palate.  Quite extracted black fruit with a wonderful texture.  The creamy, rich finish is monumental and a must have from the vintage.  9.   

Langoa Barton – lovely inviting ripe fruit nose of blackcurrant, redcurrant and raspberry with tobacco hints.  Very complex palate with lots of red and black fruit, spice, creamy oak, minerality, pencil shavings & coffee.  Very fine tannins and good acidity as well as lovely balance and massive length of flavour.  Not as long term as Leoville Barton but superb wine.  8.5+
An inviting mix of plum, black cherry, blackcurrant, cream, dark and milk chocolate, coffee and a touch of smoke.  Beautifully  balanced acidity and tannins on a firm, fresh finish.  Historically a bargain so fingers crossed.  8.5+ 
Leoville Barton – nose has to be coaxed out somewhat but shows an elegant multi layered claret.  There’s a mix of red and black forest fruits with a savoury edge, as well as tobacco and creamy oak.  Good tannic structure, firm but fine, and good levels of acidity.  Serious claret with a 2 min plus finish.  8.5+

La Croix de Beaucaillou – deep colour.  Good nose of cassis & blackberry, sweet oak, herbal notes.  Lovely rounded palate, red and black fruited, tobacco, clove, cinnamon spice, well integrated oak.  Ripe tannins, fresh acidity, serious wine.  8.5

Perfumed cassis nose leads on to a rich & creamy blackcurrant fruited palate alongside, sweet spice, tobacco and creamy, lush oak.  Cracking balance between the ripe, precise, powerful fruit and the youthful acidity and fine grained tannins.  Culminates in a lengthy & lively 3 minute finish.  8.5+

Gloria – dark fruit nose with layers of fruit, tobacco, smoke, peppermint.  Lovely fresh minty blackcurrant, cherry and raspberry fruit on palate with violet hints.  Good structure, very elegant, firm acidity and fine tannins.  Long blackcurrants and cream finish.  8-8.5
Quite a savoury plummy nose.  Leads on to a palate of dark forest fruits, earthy notes, smoke with high tannins and acidity.  Has a very long length of flavour and has all the hallmarks of a great mid term keeper.  8.
St Pierre – deep colour.  Lovely nose of fresh black fruit, new oak, smoky hints and liquorice.  Very fresh and silky on palate.  Creamy.  Firm but fine tannins, juicy acidity, long.  8-8.5
Another vintage and another success here.  Should be another top bargain hopefully.  Has a fresh, lifted nose and on the palate is a feminine style.  The emphasis is on the fresh fruit which sits in balance with the creamy new oak and lifted acidity.  Ends on a minerally soft spiced finish.  Top notch.  8.

Clos de Marquis – nose needs coaxing out but multi layered dark fruit, red fruit and oak.  Silky mouth feel, fresh and balanced, good lifted bramble fruit, subtle oak.  Good acidity, very fine tannins, decent.  8+
From the same stable as Leoville Las Cases this has consistently been one of my favourite Bordeauxs for many years and I was not let down by the 2009.  The nose shows plasticine, plum and cassis fruit.  The acidity is marked but combines wonderfully with the lifted red & black cherry fruit to make for a long, complex, richly fruited finish.  8.

Lagrange – pleasant nose of red and black fruit.  Lifted fruits on the palate, mainly red but with darker notes.  Nice freshness, minerality, fine tannins, good acidity.  Lovely fresh mouthfeel, good oak and long finish.  8+

Beychevelle – very complex and inviting nose of red & black cherry, raspberry, smoke, cream & mocha.  Lovely fresh fruit on palate with graphite, liquorice, tobacco, pencil shavings.  Well balanced with good structure, fine tannins, good acidity and length.  8
Lalande Borie (owned by Ducru owners) – inviting nose of plum with leafy bramble edge.  Very rounded and polished on palate, fresh dark fruit with red highlights.  Good use of oak, tobacco, mocha, creaminess, good acidity, ripe tannins.  Good length.  8

The nose exhibits plum and fruit pastilles.  The palate is a mix of red cherry, strawberry and raspberry with just a hint of pepper.  Juicy acidity, creamy oak and ripe tannins make for a long and elegant finish.  8.

Also tasted:

Du Glana – 7.5-8; Leoville Poyferre – 7.5-8; Gruaud Larose – 7.5+; Branaire Ducru – 7.5+; Talbot – 7.5+; Le Petit Lion (2nd wine LLC) – 7; 

Margaux – whilst the top wines were exceptional, there was variation amongst the other wines.
Margaux – lovely perfumed complex nose with red fruits dominant alongside cassis notes and subtle oak.  Also clove and fennel.  Stunning on palate, really velvety with fresh minty red fruit as well as black fruit.  Great purity with ripe fine tannins and great structure.  Feminine and elegant but with huge complexity and purity.  Also cigar box, minerality, violet, massive length 2-3 mins.  Fresh.  Superb.  9.5+
My wine of the vintage.  Remember though that we didn’t get in to taste Latour.  Has a wonderfully complex nose, highly aromatic with plenty of rich red fruits and creamy pure cassis notes.  On the palate this wine is seamless with beautifully pure and precise fruit.  Soft layers of cream, chocolate and mint.  Also soft sweet spice, cleansing balanced acidity and ripe fine grained tannins.  One of the most elegant wines of the vintage which still retains remarkable power.  It’s not often I use this word to describe a wine but this really is sexy.  9.5-10
Palmer – deep in colour, coats the glass.  Very serious deep liquorice nose with blackberries, damson, chocolate and vanilla and a hint of apricot.  Complex.  Stunning velvety palate, beautifully balanced with layers of blackcurrant, blackberry, raspberry, dark morello cherry, clove, tobacco leaf, mint, new oak.  Very voluptuous and sexy, fresh and juicy but serious.  Firm fine tannins, good acidity, massive length.  Not far off Margaux quality.  9-9.5.
Dark, rich, mineral nose leads on to plenty of rich, dark fruits, cream, tobacco, sweet spice with of herb and smoke.  The tannins are velvety and the texture sublime.  A pure, precise wine which oozes style.  One of my wines of the vintage.  A masterpiece.  9-9.5
Pavillon Rouge – stunning nose of ripe red cherry and berry.  Luscious spicy dark fruits on palate with red notes.  Liqourice and sweet spice.  Fuller style than 08, more masculine with big ripe tannins.  Really fresh acidity and massive length.  8.5+
A fantastic wine.  Lovely expressive cassis nose.  The palate is full of blackcurrant, rhubarb, spice & liqourice.  Although powerful this wine retains a real elegance and has an outstanding (3 mins +) length of flavour.  8.5-9. 
Alter Ego de Palmer – nose needs coaxing out to reveal dark smoky fruit with pencil shavings, violets and red fruit notes.  Perfectly ripe and fresh dark fruits on palate with lifted notes.  Well integrated oak, tobacco and smoke.  Fresh, velvety, delicious.  Very fine tannins, great minerality and good acidity.  Superb length.  8.5

Rauzan Segla – ripe cassis fruit nose.  Lovely fresh velvety fruit on palate – lifted fruit with red & black notes, creaminess, tobacco, subtle spice and smoke and graphite.  Great length of flavour.  8-8.5

Lascombes – intense nose of dark fruit with red cherry hints and floral notes.  Also, mocha and tobacco.  Bigger attack on palate with more complexity to the wine, lots of layers of fruit flavours, cigar box and spice.  Fresh acidity and fine tannins.  Great length, very good.  8-8.5
Fresh, uplifted nose and rammed full of cassis and cherry fruit.  Rich, rounded with refreshing acidity and a striking depth and power.  Combines great structure with precise fruit.  8+
Durfort Vivens – nose needs coaxing out but layers of red and black fruit with rhubarb note.  Also subtle raspberries and cream.  Palate the same with fresh acidity, velvety tannins and good length.  Lots of complexity and a very good wine but lacks wow factor.  8+ 
Lovely freshness on the nose and palate.  Exhibits a complex mix of fruit, starting out black and then showing bright, red fruit below.  Has a long, balanced, mint & cream finish.  8.  
Kirwan – overt nose of blackberries and cream, dark fruited.  Big structured wine, lots of dark fruit on palate, serious and complex.  Fine tannins and fresh acidity, decent length.  8
Rauzan Gassies – deeply coloured.  Nose slightly muted but opens up to reveal dark fruits, coffee and mocha.  On palate, there’s more red fruit – fresh raspberry and red cherry with cassis notes, mocha, creamy oak.  Very fine tannins and good fresh acidity.  Decent.  8

Giscours – classic Margaux.  Fresh, ripe cassis nose with smoky tobacco leaf edge.  Velvety palate with nice fresh fruit, oak, and structure.  Good length.  8
Soft, ripe blackcurrant nose leads on to a smoky, masculine palate.  Plenty of dark fruit and tobacco leaf on a long finish.  7.5-8.
Also tasted:

Du Tetre – 7.5-8; Marquis de Terme – 7.5+; D’Angludet – 7.5; Brane Cantenac – 7.5; Desmirail – 7.5; Monbrisson – 7.5; Cantenac Brown – 7-7.5; Dauzac – 7+; Labegorce – 7+; Ferriere – 7; Malescot St Exupery – 7; Prieure Lichine – 7; Siran – 7;
Pessac Leognan – only the top wines tasted but excellent.
La Mission Haut Brion – good depth of colour.  Aromatic nose which really evolves in glass.  Lovely balance, not too overt, very elegant and soft with complex mix of fruits – cassis and red fruits with subtle notes of creamy oak, mocha, soft tobacco and pencil.  Pure fruit on palate with more structure than 2nd wine.  Lots of flavours going on with fresh fruit, very minerally, graphite, tobacco, firm but fine tannins, fresh acidity, liquorice, spice, white pepper and mocha.  3 min plus finish.  Perfectly balanced.  9
Inviting highly aromatic nose and packed full of ripe cassis.  On the palate shows a very distinct mineral and graphite core with plenty of tight grained tannin and cassis and red forest fruit.  The graphite flavours really shine through on this wine.  More feminine and open than Haut Brion with a huge length of flavour.  A truly magnificent wine.  8.5-9

Haut Brion – deep colour.  Not as perfumed nose as La Mission.  Dark cherry and spice, but fairly closed.  Bigger on palate, more tannic, more structure, more muscular.  Lots of layers of brooding dark, spicy liquorice fruit underneath but cloaked in firm fine tannins.  Very mineral edge and more spice coming through.  Good acidity, this is one for the very long term – 40 years plus.  8.5-9.
La Clarence de Haut Brion – slightly deeper colour.  More expressive nose with red & black cherry, berry, spice and creamy oak.  More structure than La Chappelle but still soft, feminine and silky.  Nice graphite edge and pencil shavings, delicate, complex and balanced.  A serious wine, very velvety and long again with very fine tannins and balanced acidity.  8+
Slightly richer & fuller than the La Chapelle de la Mission.  A complex mix of damson, plum, red & black cherry fruit.  Like its counterpart shows tight, fine grained tannins with a distinct mineral and graphite core.  8.
La Chappelle de la Mission – mid deep colour.  Pleasant nose, very elegant, with damson, plum and blackberry fruit as well as subtle caramel.  Really soft and elegant on palate with great purity of fruit.  Silky with layers of red and black fruit, liquorice, clove, subtle creamy oak, very fine (slightly dry) tannins & good acidity.  All very subtle, elegant and balanced with mineral edge.  Good length.  8

De Fieuzal – good nose of dark fruit and pencil shavings.  Really minerally palate, very fresh and pure fruited.  Ripe tannins, good acidity & very long.  Lots of ripe fruit, smoke and liquorice spice.  8

Also tasted:

Haut Bailly – 7.5

Pomerol – some very good wines with the best exceptional.  Some disappointments though.
Vieux Chateau Certan – mid deep colour.  Very intense spicy dark fruited nose with lots of liquorice spice and new oak.  Lots of subtle nuances and complexity and very inviting.  Rich yet superbly balanced on palate with lots of spicy black fruit with red fruit highlights to lift the palate.  Also liquorice, smoke, oak, graphite, velvety tannins, good acidity and freshness, slightly hot finish at this stage but great length.  Complex and delicious.  8.5-9
Nose needs work.  Palate showed a wonderful array of ripe raspberry & plum fruit.  Ripe, fresh and rounded.  The rapier like acidity made for an intense, pure finish.  Very complex with flavours of coffee, dark chocolate, liquorice & cream all in the mix.  One of the longest finishes of any of the wines we tasted and in a nutshell, excellent.  8.5-9
La Conseillante – inviting perfumed cherry and berry fruited nose, fruits of the forest yoghurt.  Very nice.  Juicy fruit on palate, really delicious – well balanced with ripe fruits, star anise, clove, chocolate and mocha.  Mineral edge also as well as sweet oak, good acidity and fine tannins.  8.5.
Very ripe plum nose.  Palate shows plenty of sweet plum & blackcurrant fruit alongside juicy, fresh acidity.  Touch of sweet spice, oak, cream, smoke and a wonderful length of flavour.  8.
Gazin – deep colour.  Balanced and complex nose with layers of cassis, plum, mint, creamy oak and savoury notes.  Good freshness on palate, black fruits with lifted notes and minerality.  Fine tannins, good acidity, good length.  8+.
Ripe black fruit and plum nose.  On the palate mixes cream, tobacco, savoury blackcurrant, plum & mint and ends on a lifted, refreshing long, balanced finish.

8+
Also tasted:

Nenin – 8+; La Croix de Gay – 7.5+; Fugue de Nenin – 7.5; Beauregard – 7.5; Clinet – 7.5; La Cabanne – 7; La Pointe – 7; Petit Villages – 7; 
St Emilion – the Grand Cru Classe wines were consistently excellent, with potentially some good value to be found.  The Premier Grand Cru Classe wines tended to be over extracted and, as a result, lacked the freshness and balance of the best wines.
Angelus – one of the few Premier Grand Cru Classes to really shine.  Lots happening on the nose – multi layered ripe black fruit, with red cherry and subtle creamy oak.  Pretty intense on palate but beautifully balanced with layers of cassis, blackberry, red & black cherry, plum, mocha, subtle clove, graphite and tobacco.  Very ripe tannins and fresh acidity, great balance and length.  For the long term.  8.5-9
Overt, inviting, showy nose.  The palate has a complex mix of precise red & black fruit.  Integrated fine tannins & juicy, refreshing acidity.  Also exhibits layers of coffee, cream, raspberry pip, blackcurrant, spice, tar and underlying savoury notes.  Should have a very long life ahead of it.  8.5-9.
Pavie – deepest and most glycerol wine of the trip.  Rich, smoky dark fruited nose, very complex, with red fruit notes showing through.  Big on palate but lovely balance.  Layers of ripe fruit, freshness, clove spice, subtle pepper, tobacco & cigar box.  Very velvety and luscious.  Big tannins and acidity but all in harmony.  Very long.  8.5-9

Larcis Ducasse – very intense lifted cassis nose.  Lovely mouth feel, full yet balanced with layers of juicy fruit, lots of oak and lots of complexity.  Firm but fine tannins, juicy acidity.  Really fresh, juicy and delicious.  8.5-9.

Pavie Decesse – really deep glycerol loaded wine.  Coats glass massively.  Full nose of ripe damson and plum, plus other black fruits and creamy new oak.  Lots of layers on palate – big wine but well balanced with good freshness and complexity.  Nice acidity and ripe tannins.  Not for the purists but a really well made, balanced claret.  8.5

Bellevue Mondotte – huge deep colour.  Big nose of red cherry, blackcurrant and creamy oak.  Very showy.  Lots of ripe fresh fruit on palate with spice, liquorice, sweet chocolate and vanilla.  Lovely mouth feel.  Big ripe tannins and juicy acidity, massive length.  8.5

Canon La Gaffeliere – stunning nose with lots of dark fruit, spice, new oak and dark chocolate.  Layers of red and black cherry & plum on palate, with very fine tannins.  Exceptionally smooth and velvety, even now.  Lots of layers with cream, spice, tobacco, minerality, fresh acidity.  Great balance.  Sexy wine.  8.5.

Laroze – really inviting nose of cassis, cherry, blackberry, mint.  Lots of layers on palate with ripe sweet fruit, mint, vanillan oak, tobacco and mocha.  Lots going on.  Firm tannins and juicy acidity, the wine is really fresh and lifted with a long finish.  Very good.  8-8.5
Overt, ripe, vanilla & mixed forest fruit nose.  Rich palate with plenty of mint, vanilla & black fruit.  Amazingly creamy and a very showy wine.  Lovely rich, rounded finish.  8.
Convent des Jacobins – sweet ripe nose.  Lovely fresh fruited palate with layers of red and black fruit.  Not as glycerol as some wines, just very fresh with good acidity and fine tannins.  Great length.  8-8.5
Fonplegade – deep colour.  Lovely nose with great complexity.  Dark plum and cassis fruit with lifted mint notes.  Lots of sweet vanilla oak.  Velvety on palate with blackcurrant and berry as well as vanilla and spice.  Extracted style but very well balanced with ripe juicy tannins and good acidity keeping it fresh.  Massive length of finish and very good.  8-8.5

Franc Mayne – deep colour.  Really intense, almost porty nose with lashings of dark fruit and Christmas pudding aromas.  Spicy dark fruit on palate with lots of flavours and good balance and freshness.  Decent tannins and acidity.  8+

Laroque – sweet berries and cream nose.  Lovely freshness on palate with ripe fruit balanced by some savoury tobacco leaf notes and mocha.  Good structure and length with grippy tannins.  8+
Blackcurrant and cream with plenty of soft vanilla, sweet spice & tobacco notes.  Very uplifted with a fresh minty finish and balanced ripe tannins.  Hopefully will be a bargain.  8+
Balestard La Tonnelle – very pleasant juicy dark fruit nose.  Fresh ripe cherry and berry fruit on palate, very lifted and aromatic.  Good structure with delicious fruit, fine grained tannins, good acidity and balance.  Tobacco and graphite emerges with time.  Good length.  8+
Lovely nose with a rounded, ripe palate.  This is a really elegant, sexy wine with a perfect mix of red & black fruit which is all wrapped up with accompanying sweet spice & cream.  Very long and should be excellent value for money.  8+
L’Art de Munch (Lussac St Emilion) – 1500 bottles produced.  Nice nose, many layers of fruit, coffee, spice and oak.  Multi layered palate, voluptuous, velvety, serious and complex.  Great length.  8+
Lively red fruit with clean, juicy acidity.  A mix of redcurrant, raspberry & strawberry with a hint of blackcurrant, sweet price and smoke.  Has a velvety long finish.  8.
Grand Pontet – another velvety cassis fruited bomb of a wine but one where the velvety, sweet fruit is balanced by a freshness that keeps it balanced and delicious.  8
Plenty of black fruit, cream, firm tannins & acidity.  Ripe with tobacco, graphite and a minerally, smoky dark finish.  8.
Carillion de L’Angelus – pleasant nose of blackberry, blackcurrant, damson & raspberry plus lifted subtle mint notes.  Mix of red and black fruit on palate with supple velvety tannins.  Good balance, acidity and length.  Really elegant wine.  8
May well provide more a bargain than its bigger brother but both are excellent wines.  Ripe, overt red fruit nose.  On the palate glycerine, red & black cherry which is pure and precise.  Fresh acidity alongside soft fine grained tannins.  Very elegant with an excellent length of flavour.  8+
Clos des Jacobins – deep purple with an opaque core.  Dark fruited spicy nose.  Velvety dark spicy palate with layers of fruit and tobacco.  Firm but ripe tannins, good acidity, lovely balance and length.  7.5-8
Chateau Munch (Lussac St Emilion) – stood up well tasting after Angelus.  Decent nose & palate of red & black fruit with smoky tobacco edge.  Ripe tannins, good acidity, decent length.  My first ever positive note on a Lussac!!  7.5+.  Will be great value.
Finally made Mike try a Lussac Saint_Emilion and am glad I persevered.  Slight tobacco leaf on nose alongside rich, redcurrant fruit.  The palate has bright, pure, ripe red fruit with a delicate touch of smoke and tar.  Decent length and will be one of the bargains of the vintage.  7.5+.  
Also tasted:

Cheval Blanc – 8+; Berliquet – 8+; Monbousquet – 8+; Pavie Macquin – 8; La Dominique – 8; La Tour Figac – 8; Petit Cheval – 8; Clos La Madeleine – 8; Ripeau – 8; Destieux – 8; Dassault – 8; Figeac – 8; Tour du Pin – 8; Bellevue – 7.5-8; Daugay – 7.5-8; Cadet Piola – 7.5-8 (buy if price is good); L’Arrosee – 7.5-8; St Georges – 7.5-8; Laniote – 7.5-8; Lusseau – 7.5+; Corbin Michette – 7.5+; Beau Sejour Becot – 7.5-8; Canon – 7.5-8; Lemaurine – 7.5; Clos St Martin – 7.5; Couspaude – 7.5; La Gaffeliere – 7.5; Grand Murailles – 7.5; Cap de Mourlin – 7.5; Matras – 7.5; Bellefont-Belcier – 7.5; Troplong Mondot – 7.5; Larmande – 7.5; Chauvin – 7-7.5; Fonroque – 7-7.5; Corbin – 7+; Yon Figeac – 7+; La Commanderie – 7; Petit-Faure-de-Soutard – 7; Grand Mayne – 6.5;
Other wines – bit of a mixed bag……
Potensac – medium deep colour.  Prominent nose of dark fruits with red notes.  Lots of layers on palate – blackcurrant, black and red cherry, raspberry, wild strawberry, good oak, lifted mint.  Serious & complex, good acidity, ripe firm tannins.  Good length.  8+

Belgrave (Haut Medoc) – deep colour.  Serious dark velvety nose.  Dark fruit, sweet spice, oak, dark chocolate.  Silky on palate with fresh blackcurrant fruit, eucalyptus, subtle spice, nice oak, very fine tannins, well polished.  Great length.  8+
Lovely nose of fresh, ripe cassis, spice & vanilla.  The palate is silky with a wonderful creamy texture, coffee, bright red & black fruit, dark chocolate with a wonderful, lengthy rounded finish.  Serious stuff and one not to miss.  8+
De Lamarque – 45% CS, 45% M, 10% PV.  Deep colour.  Very inviting nose – red fruit primarily with darker notes, touch of smoky tobacco, mint and pencil shavings.  Well rounded palate, good mouth feel, lots of cassis and star anise, graphite edge, good acidity, tannins slightly grippy, subtle creamy oak.  Great length of flavour.  Decent and should be great value.  8
A classic nose of black fruit, sweet spice and tobacco.  The palate shows an excellent balance between pure black fruit, creamy oak, graphite and spice.  Lovely weight and should well over deliver for the money.  8+
Clarke – classy nose with lots of new oak but also layers of blackcurrant and blackberry fruit.  Sweet, sexy and exciting.  Very velvety on palate, lovely ripe blackcurrant fruit, mint, sweet oak, clove spice.  Good structure, ripe rounded tannins, nice acidity, decent length.  Should be good value.  8
Minty, leafy nose with loads of ripe red fruit and plenty of new oak.  The palate is rich and packed full of vanilla, ripe cassis fruit with a lovely structure.  Harmonious long finish and should be a bargain.  8.
Fourcas Dumont (owned by Ducru owners, Borie) – 65% M, 35% CS.  Bright ruby colour.  Very pleasant nose of black and red fruit, inviting liquorice and mint notes.  Good mouth feel, lots of fresh ripe fruit, silky tannins, good acidity, subtle creamy oak. Decent length.  Should be great value.  7.5-8.

Beaumont – fresh lifted nose of red and black fruits with mint leaf.  Lighter than many at Moulis tasting but with good fruit and lovely freshness.  Not as serious as some but superb lunchtime claret.  Very long finish.  7.5+
Lovely fresh, red fruit nose.  The palate is medium weighted and shows red fruit, mint & has a soft long finish.  A lovely lighter style.  7.5+
Also tasted:

Poujeaux – 7.5-8; Fonreaud – 7.5-8; La Tour de By - 7.5+; Camensac – 7.5+; La Tour Carnet – 7.5; Clos Les Lunelles – 7.5; La Lagune – 7-7.5; Maucaillou – 7-7.5; Chasse-Spleen – 7.5; Goulee (Medoc) – 7; Malescasse – 7; Cantemerle – 7; Coufran – 7; Bernadotte – 7; Chapelle de Potensac 6.5-7; Citran – 6.5; Sociando-Mallet – 6.5; Fourcas Hosten – 6.5; Greysac 6; Fourcas Dupre – 6; 
For more information, please contact The Secret Cellar:

Mike Watson – mike@thesecretcellar.co.uk
David Hemsley – david@thesecretcellar.co.uk
01892 537981.
